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the latest cyber threats.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The LNG proposed on the barge canal is a catalyzing event for the
neighbors near the facility and to the broader community who all care
about the growth and development of Merritt Island. While the Port is
an undeniable source of economic growth for our community, unfet-
tered development and poor planning are a threat to what attract
many of us to this area. The best way of mitigating potential harm is
to stay informed and active in efforts to influence decision-makers on
important matters that will impact our community. Since 1963, EMICA
has endeavored to provide a voice for our community, and we urge
residents to attend our meetings to hear first-hand the important
information before us.

In our March meeting, the Brevard County Sheriff’s office will pro-
vide a presentation on the latest cyber threats. A practical approach
to internet safety can help lower your risk of becoming a cybercrime
victim. Also, note that we have a revised website that is a steady
source of information on lagoon news, development plans, and local
interests (www.emica.me).

Sincerely, Richard Cripps, EMICA President

ARE YOU LAGOON LOYAL?

Join the movement to protect the beautiful
Indian River Lagoon right from your own home! Lagoon
Loyal has tips and simple actions you can take in your
everyday life to help reduce excess nutrient pollution to
M the Indian River Lagoon. Plus, you can earn rewards by
reporting your actions. Let’s speed up the Lagoon’s
& recovery together. Visit Lagoon Loyal to learn more

Join us at our monthly meetings (xcluding June, July, August & December)
MEETING TUESDAY, MAR 10th @ 7pm, Lighthouse Chutch, 1250 N Banana River Dr
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LNG PROPOSED SITE ON LAGOON

As you have already heard, there is an unsolic- not affect civilians." They must also be sited

ited proposal to buy Port-owned land to build a
facility that will take natural gas from a pipeline
going somewhere across Merritt Island to that
land on the barge canal to convert it to Liquid
Natural Gas. Looking at maps, it appears the
facility would be about 350 feet from the nearest
homes and around 3000 feet from Stevenson
elementary school. At their community info ses-
sion the gas company told neighbors that they
would be supplying cruise ships and rockets as
well as supplying Miami and Ft Lauderdale ports.
The SIGTTO states that "LNG Ports must be
located where vapors from a spill or release can

"where they do not conflict with other waterway
uses now and into the future." And also "narrow
inland waterways are to be avoided."

Reports on the internet list a number of acci-
dents (fires and explosions noted in the US and
elsewhere) and a pollution report from 2025 that
shows Gulf facilities have had many Clean Water
Act violations with little to no consequence. 5 of
those 7 facilities had violated their wastewater
permits 69 times in 5 years. Local fisherman state
that there's been a noticeable drop in fish and
oysters and many incidents have never even
been reported.

By Lisa Ruckman

CANAVERAL LNG: THERMAL OXIDATION VS FLARING

After hearing ambiguous information about
flaring from Canaveral LNG reps at their informa-
tional meeting, | reached out to two of their engi-
neers for more detail. My main question was:
Exactly what happens to waste gases removed
from the natural gas in the pre-treatment process?

Water vapor & C02, since non-toxic, are
released into the atmosphere. Heavy hydrocar-
bons, the gases usually flared at other LNG
plants, are disposed of in several ways. Since
these gases can be used as fuel, some can be
put back into the natural gas supply, provided
they don't change its characteristics beyond
what the gas company is contracted to supply.

Whatever part of the heavy hydrocarbons
cannot be disposed of in any of these ways, is
burned in a process called thermal oxidation- like
flaring, but at ground level, out of sight, inside an
open-topped concrete enclosure six feet high.
The same toxic gases are emitted as in flaring:
Carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, formaldehyde
and volatile organic compounds.

During 2025 the Jax NGO plant, similar in size
and design to the proposed plant, burned about
200,000 cubic feet per day of heavy hydrocar-
bons. For comparison, the same toxic chemicals
would be produced by a barbecue grill burning
natural gas. But it would take thousands of bar-

Some can be used as fuel in the LNG plant's pro- becue grills, running 24/7, to equal that output.

cesses. If there is a buyer for these gases who
can use them as fuel, they can be stored & sold.

David A. Kirk, DO (/c
Phone: | 321-848-0770 \/
ATLANTIC COAST
Fax: 321-848-0769
Website: atlanticcoastconcierge.com
Address: 258 Fortenberry Road
Merritt Island, Florida 32952 *
MARCH 2026
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By Bob Wise

BREVARD VETERANS MEMORIAL
CENTER & PARK

oschuons

. Creek Pkwy, Ml » 321.453.1776
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FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING ™ SEMINAR

It's that time of year again! Learn how to http:www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-friendly-
make your yard full of beautiful flowers and landscapingtm-seminar-2026-tickets-
butterflies while protecting the Lagoon. 1977311691497

Come join us for the 2026 Florida-Friendly
Landscaping™ Seminar with presentations,
raffles, vendors, and some ]
wonderful speakers!
If you love nature and plants, you
don't want to miss this amazing
free event.

Hope to see you there!

Saturday, March 21st, from 9am to
2pm at the Melbourne Auditorium

GREAT Design & Print Prices

NEED Business cards ¢ $65/1,000
2 sided full color ® 16pt stock ® tax & shppg incl + design cost

e ==

Graphic Design ® Ads ® Brochures
Custom Logos ® Retouching ® Photography
Printing ® Banners ® Fine Art

Call (Smiley) Aili Melton at 954.290.3437
or email aili.melton2@gmail.com for quote

SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR

N COURTENAY PARKWAY

LAWN CARE AND PEST CONTROL
SERVING BREVARD COUNTY SINCE 1952 , ,
According to Merritt Island Redevelopment
Carlos S. Boyer . ) .
PRESIDENT/OWNER Agency the FDOT is planning a major proposed
Certified Pest Control Operator safety improvement project for North Courtenay
3625 N Courtenay Parkway 321-452-4911 WeliN1o)7
Merritt Island, FL 32953 Fax 321-452-0570 The project will include medians, signalization
S . o changes, and other improvements, extending from
o kS;@L/Z(”/ Cdltfé/’ 7§3\ Catalina Isle Drive to south of the eastbound ramps
© OF BREVARD | .
' for S.R. 528 on Merritt Island.

FDOT ‘s status of the State Route 528 Improve-
ments Project (which remains delayed due to fund-
ing constraints).

For full details of this project from the FDOT,
please visit www.emica.me

©
f‘? Back Pain ¢ Shoulder Pain ° Sciatica
Joint Pain/Numbness ¢ Carpal Tunnel
Headaches/Migraines ¢ Disc Herniation
Degenerative arthritis ¢ Injuries
Spinal Disc Decompression * X-Rays on site
Spinal Rehabilitation & Physical Therapy

Josh Flinn, DC e 321.453.2545

NG G

flspinecenter.com ® 230 Fortenberry Rd, Ml

MARCH 2026 f EMICA VISIT WNW.EMICA.ME



Call us for a free market analysis of your home.

Laura Hanson
Cheryld T. Hanson
cheryldthanson@gmail.com
www.homegirlsbrevard.com
laurahomegirl@gmail.com

STAY UPDATED: regarding our community
by joining our facebook|[qpage:
EMICA
(East Merritt Island Community Association)
and visit our new website emica.me

(a) LOKXATION

REAL ESTATE

. ‘ 321.682.0061

Owner

HANDGUN & MACHINEGUN RENTALS

125S.B River Dr.
Merritt |sa|2?13?Fstezrgsg (321) 453-2071

Hobbs Pharmacy
321-452-0010

v

Serving Merritt Island Since 1964

Free Delivery in
Merritt Island

m  LOCAL_ CATCH
2l 1S our (hing, &K

A Merritt Island’s hidden gem

under the palms
RIVERFRDNT GRILLE
N 28 20.044’' /w BO 39.520°

Open Wed- Sun 1130-830 Happy Hour Wed and Thurs 4-6

EMICA
Steven G. Kennedy P O BOX 540511
Merritt island, FL 32954-0511

*A/C Diagnostics & Repair
*Suspension & Alignments
eComplete Brake Service
*Computer Diagnostics
eGeneral Repairs & Maint.

TRIANGLE AUTO 1T @ %md

Auto Repair

Gowe Comyrlete Cor Covee Comyrany

1510 N Sykes Creek Pkwy
321.452.2300 * MON - FRI 8 am to 5 pm

INFORM ¢« EDUCATE * PROTECT
Annual Membership Form $15/family

Name: Email:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Tel: Newsletter: Mailed [ ] Emailed [ ]

A\ Bring application with cash or check to the Meeting or
EIFCD[}’ Mail check to: EMICA, P 0 BOX 540511

Merritt island, FL 32954-0511

......

EMICA VISIT WWW.EMICA.ME
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